




























































In addition to preparing the materials listed, it would help to have some scrap paper to use to practice the
eyes.

Teacher should make a chimpanzee before teaching to ensure student success and teacher
understanding of lesson.

Chimpanzees and
Dr. Jane Goodall
GRADE:  2 TIME:  One session

Developed by  John Lentine, Art Specialist

ART ELEMENTS:

  √   Line
  √   Shape/Form
  √   Color
       Value
       Texture
  √   Space/Perspective

OBJECTIVES AND ASSESSMENT CRITERIA:
1. Students will learn about Dr. Jane Goodall, her scientific work with chimpanzees.
2. Students will learn about the habitat in which chimpanzees live.
3. Students will study many chimpanzee faces and learn how to draw a chimp face.
4. Students will draw a chimpanzee in its habitat using oil pastels.
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KIT INCLUDES:

• lesson plan
• book:
  The Chimpanzees I Love
  by Dr. Jane Goodall
• 2 chimpanzee photo-boards:
   2-panel, 3 panel)
• ‘How to  Draw a Chimpanzee’
   board
• vocabulary board

ART PRINCIPLES:

       Pattern
  √   Rhythm/movement
       Proportion/Scale
  √   Balance
       Unity
       Emphasis

LESSON DESCRIPTION:

Students study Dr. Jane Goodall and her
work with chimpanzees. They learn about
the environment they live in and learn to
draw a chimpanzee in its natural habitat.

CONTENT
CONNECTIONS:
Science:  Work of
scientists

THEMES:
primates

..

PREPARE:

VOCABULARY:
Jane Goodall
chimpanzee
habitat
foreground
background
color

MATERIALS:

•12x18” black
 construction paper
•oil pastels, set



Gather the students and look through the book Chimpanzees I Love by Dr. Jane Goodall.  Discuss her
work with chimpanzees and read some selections from the book.  Discover how Dr. Goodall wanted from
a very young age to work with animals in Africa. At the age of twenty-six she was able to fulfill that dream.
When Jane was a child, her mother encouraged her to follow her interest. Jane did, and has spent much
of her adult life in the jungles of Africa observing chimpanzees. Chimpanzees are more like humans than
any other creature living today. Throughout her life, Dr. Goodall worked to understand the behavior and to
protect chimpanzees.

Discuss the habitat that the chimpanzees live in and that Goodall had to work in.  What was in this
habitat?

Today we are going to create a chimpanzee in its environment.

1. Draw two “oreo” sized circles with          2. Add an ‘oval’ connecting the shapes
a light colored oil pastel such as pink or white.                      as shown.

3. Draw some eyes and fill in the shapes,                     4. Add the iris or eye color similar to above.
leaving the eyes black.

5. Add some shapes and lines for the ears.                6. Add mouth, nose and finish ears.

CREATE::

ENGAGE  AND EXPLORE:



Mounting/Preparing for presentation:  Do NOT laminate this artwork.  It will smear and get ruined as
it rolls through the machine.

Teacher administered assessment tool

DN
.

OK UP
Lesson___________________ Teacher______________________________

Grade___________Date_____________Number of Students_______________
Using the thumbs up, ok, and down technique, ask your students
the following questions and record their answers.
(K=knowledge, S=skills, C= creativity, A=attitude, E=engagement
1.  Can you say the name of the woman who studied chimpanzees? (K)
2.  Did you draw some shapes today to make your chimpanzee? (S)
3.  Did you make a jungle environment for your chimpanzee? (S,C)
4.  Did you work hard to use oil pastels skillfully? (E)
5.  Did you add an imaginative touch to your art?
6.  Did you actively listen and follow directions?
7.  Did you do your best during this lesson?

Teacher self-critique
8.  My teaching of this lesson:
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
needed improvement was highly successful
9.  What would I do differently next time?

ALIGNMENT:

CREDITS:
Project ARTiculate is supported by the Fairbanks North Star Borough School District, the Alaska Arts Education

Consortium, and a U.S. Department of Education
Development and Dissemination Grant

                                                                

Alignment of Standards:
Art:  A1,3,4; C2b,d,4,5.

Science A, C.
Geography:  B, E.

7. Add some hair using black.  Now create a
jungle habitat.  What would a jungle have in
it?  Where would you find the chimpanzees
in a jungle?

Clean-up tips:  Dry paper towels remove oil
pastels from fingers.











Teachers:  1.  Copy the pieces of the mural puzzle on white copy paper, except for pieces 32-35.
2.  Use blue paper for pieces 32-35--these pieces are for the water on the globe.
3.  Trace master mural onto new white poster paper--do not use the master for class!
4.  Organize set of large chisel point and fine markers for students to share.
5.  Give kids ruler or cut some matt board 2”x6” to make straightedges to guide markers.

Collaborative “Peace”
GRADE: 2               TIME: 1 session

Developed by John Lentine, Art Specialist

ART ELEMENTS:

 √    Line
 √    Shape/Form
 √    Color
       Value
 √    Texture
       Space/Perspective

OBJECTIVES AND ASSESSMENT CRITERIA:  Students will:
1. Discuss a person’s uniqueness and share personal facts in class or small group.
2. Discuss ideas of ways to help the world and write a personal wish.
3. Listen to teacher read  No One Can Ever Steal Your Rainbow and sing the Peace Song.
4. Properly apply marker colors on their pieces of the class “Peace Mural”.

.
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KIT INCLUDES:

•lesson plan
•book: No One Can Ever
  Steal Your Rainbow
  by Barbara Meislin
•binder with a set
  of “masters” to copy.
•mural guide/key--large
  master to trace
•poster of a finished mural
•vocabulary board

ART PRINCIPLES:

 √    Pattern
       Rhythm/movement
       Proportion/Scale
       Balance
 √    Unity
       Emphasis

LESSON DESCRIPTION:

The book No One Can Ever
Steal Your Rainbow by Barbara
Meislin is used for inspiration.
The students create a “peace”
mural by designing their own
rainbow on 'puzzle pieces' and
assembling into a class mural.
Each student writes a wish for
the world and the wishes then
become part of the art.

CONTENT
CONNECTIONS:
Social Studies:
   World Peace

THEMES:
Tolerance

..

PREPARE:

VOCABULARY:
peace                 rainbow
piece                  unique
tolerance
collaborative
chisel marker

MATERIALS:

•many colors construction paper--
  3" X 4"
•colored marker sets (to share):
  --large chisel points
  --fine points
•white butcher paper (large rolls,
  most schools have) (3' X 6')
•glue sticks
•ruler or strait edges



“Collaborative Peace” is a collaborative work of art; explain that to be collaborative people work
together.  Each person in the class is unique and will contribute his or her own “piece” of the mural. A
way to express each person’s uniqueness is to use a rainbow example. Every facet of a person is a
special color in that person’s unique rainbow. Every unique person has his or her own talents that
can be used to make the world a better place.

Therefore, to begin the lesson, the teacher should discuss the idea that everyone is unique and that
everyone has his or her own rainbow to share to help make the world better. Discuss some ways
people can make the world a better place.  Have some 3x4” pieces of colored construction paper on
which everyone can write a wish for the world to help make it better. Instruct the students to do that
during the work time when they finish their “puzzle piece.” Collect wishes as students finish by having
them placed in an assigned spot.

Teacher will demonstrate marker technique, teaching particular ways to fill space.  The goal is to
prevent students from scribbling, and have them work methodically but creatively. As students work
on their 'peace piece', the teacher reads No One Can Ever Steal Your Rainbow by Barbara Meislin.
The book is a mother’s story of how special her daughter was and how the memory of that daughter
lived on in a “Rainbow Park of Friendship” to create a peaceful place to play for children.

Have students design papers.  Pass out a paper to each student. Some papers will have one
shape on them and some will have two. They are all numbered except for the 8 rectangles.

1. Take one of the shapes, (#19 or 20 are good for demonstration) and show students how
to use chisel point markers for either fat or thin lines as follows:

a. Use the point of large marker for thin lines and the flat edge for fat ones.
b.  Move the marker side to side in sweeping strokes, covering a good portion of the
piece before changing colors. Using the straight edges for repeated lines is a
technique that helps provide control.

2. Color the piece with different areas of colors and patterns as desired.
3. Use the fine markers or fine lines for details and textures.

4.  After demonstrating on one piece, instruct the students to
      begin on their own pieces and to color them very carefully

and creatively showing lines, shapes, patterns and textures.

Read the book as the students begin their work, pausing to have
them look up at the pictures and repeat after you the “chorus”
of the book. (This book is also a song and the song is on a CD
included with the book in the back cover.)

When finished with the book, have students cut out their pieces:
1.  Show students how to cut out each piece by cutting outside the BLACK
     LINE .  They need to cut carefully; the black line is important to the overall look.
2. If there is a dotted line on an edge, then CUT ON THE DOTTED LINE. Pieces 19 and 20

make up the lower portion of the skirt on the figure on the right. Pieces 1 through 7 make
up the figure’s pants on the left. You can see how the black lines and dotted lines work to
make the colors and patterns join.

ENGAGE  AND EXPLORE:

CREATE:



      Ready the mural by placing a piece of 6 foot by 3 foot white banner roll paper on the board. Later in
the lesson, put the large mural “key” or master with the numbers on it UNDER it. Do not do it at the
beginning of the class as the students will see what they are making. It is supposed to be a surprise.

1. Ask for the rectangles first and glue them on the paper where the key indicates. They will
form the sides of the “wish tower.” Make it roughly 3 wishes wide and alternate the wishes
in rows of 3 and 2 as shown. Some students can help with this while the teacher
assembles the mural.

2.  Call for pieces 1 to 5. Give them a generous amount of glue from the gluestick and begin
building the mural.  Then call for 5 to 10, etc.

3. As the figures are being completed, have a student take a black marker and cover over
any number on the pieces that are glued on the mural already. This will give a feeling of
unity to the mural. The blue pieces need cutting only. Attach them as the water portions of
the globe.

4. Add the class signature under the world and you are done making a COLLABORATIVE
PEACE.



V. ASSESSMENT:

Teacher administered assessment tool

DN
.

OK UP
Lesson___________________ Teacher______________________________

Grade___________Date_____________Number of Students_______________
Using the thumbs up, ok, and down technique, ask your students
the following questions and record their answers.
(K=knowledge, S=skills, C= creativity, A=attitude, E=engagement
1. Did you listen to the book No One Can Ever Steal Your Rainbow? (E)
2. Did you write a wish to make the world a better place? (K)
3. Did you design your piece with colors, shapes, patterns and texture? (C)
4. Did you use your markers skillfully? (S)
5.  Did you add an imaginative touch to your art? (C)
6.  Did you actively listen and follow directions? (A)
7.  Did you do your best during this lesson? (E)

Teacher self-critique
8.  My teaching of this lesson:
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
needed improvement was highly successful

9.  What would I do differently next time?

ALIGNMENT:

CREDITS:
Project ARTiculate is supported by the Fairbanks North Star Borough School District, the Alaska Arts

Education Consortium, and a U.S. Department of Education
Development and Dissemination Grant

                                                                

Class take-home handout and Board Display follow in one form. This may be used for both.

 CLOSE

Alignment of Standards:
Art:  A1-5. B4,5,8. C2b,c4,5. D4.

Eng/LA:  A,B,C,E.
History: B.  Math:  A.

Govt/Citizenship:  C,E.
Healthy Skills:  C,D



The ART of Tolerance:
A Collaborative “Peace”

Today in ART the second graders practiced
TOLERANCE by “collaborating” or “working
together” to make a very large PIECE of art that
promotes world PEACE. Using marker techniques
inspired by the book No One Can Ever Steal Your
Rainbow, by Barbara Meislin, the students each
colored individual small pieces that combined
together to make this large work almost 6 feet
wide. They also wrote wishes that would help
make the world a more peaceful place.  Working
together,  they accompl ished a real
“masterPEACE” for the world, while noting that
“peace in the world begins with each member of
the class” and spreads like ripples in the water.

Sing to the tune of “Row, Row, Row Your Boat.”
“Peace, Peace” piece by piece

Peace the world can see…
Colorful and wonderful
Peace begins with me!

Keep up the GREAT WORK!!! Best of everything to
you.  Mr. Lentine, Art Teacher

The ART of Tolerance:
A Collaborative “Peace”

Today in ART the second graders practiced
TOLERANCE by “collaborating” or “working
together” to make a very large PIECE of art that
promotes world PEACE. Using marker techniques
inspired by the book No One Can Ever Steal Your
Rainbow, by Barbara Meislin, the students each
colored individual small pieces that combined
together to make this large work almost 6 feet
wide. They also wrote wishes that would help
make the world a more peaceful place.  Working
together,  they accompl ished a real
“masterPEACE” for the world, while noting that
“peace in the world begins with each member of
the class” and spreads like ripples in the water.

Sing to the tune of “Row, Row, Row Your Boat.”
“Peace, Peace” piece by piece

Peace the world can see…
Colorful and wonderful
Peace begins with me!

Keep up the GREAT WORK!!! Best of everything to
you.  Mr. Lentine, Art Teacher

The ART of Tolerance:
A Collaborative “Peace”

Today in ART the second graders practiced
TOLERANCE by “collaborating” or “working
together” to make a very large PIECE of art that
promotes world PEACE. Using marker techniques
inspired by the book No One Can Ever Steal Your
Rainbow, by Barbara Meislin, the students each
colored individual small pieces that combined
together to make this large work almost 6 feet
wide. They also wrote wishes that would help
make the world a more peaceful place.  Working
together,  they accompl ished a real
“masterPEACE” for the world, while noting that
“peace in the world begins with each member of
the class” and spreads like ripples in the water.

Sing to the tune of “Row, Row, Row Your Boat.”
“Peace, Peace” piece by piece

Peace the world can see…
Colorful and wonderful
Peace begins with me!

Keep up the GREAT WORK!!! Best of everything to
you.  Mr. Lentine, Art Teacher

The ART of Tolerance:
A Collaborative “Peace”

Today in ART the second graders practiced
TOLERANCE by “collaborating” or “working
together” to make a very large PIECE of art that
promotes world PEACE. Using marker techniques
inspired by the book No One Can Ever Steal Your
Rainbow, by Barbara Meislin, the students each
colored individual small pieces that combined
together to make this large work almost 6 feet
wide. They also wrote wishes that would help
make the world a more peaceful place.  Working
together,  they accompl ished a real
“masterPEACE” for the world, while noting that
“peace in the world begins with each member of
the class” and spreads like ripples in the water.

Sing to the tune of “Row, Row, Row Your Boat.”
“Peace, Peace” piece by piece

Peace the world can see…
Colorful and wonderful
Peace begins with me!

Keep up the GREAT WORK!!! Best of everything to
you.  Mr. Lentine, Art Teacher





















1. Cut several colors of the construction paper to 6x18” lengths.
2. Set out the crayons, markers, texture boards, glue and scissors as needed for the

students to pick up.
3. Consider breaking up this lesson into two days.

Day 1:  Early studies of dinosaurs and fossils bring you right into this lesson.  Show and
discuss the dinosaur visuals so they may choose and draw a dinosaur.
Day 2:  Prepare a background paper for the dinosaur collage.  Students tear land layers
and use crayons for any drawing in the sky and trees on land.

Dinosaur Texture
GRADE:  2 TIME: two sessions

Developed by  Linda Pfisterer and John Lentine,  Art Specialists

ART ELEMENTS:

  x   Line
  x   Shape/Form
  x   Color
       Value
  x   Texture
  x   Space/Perspective

OBJECTIVES AND ASSESSMENT CRITERIA
1. Students will practice drawing with their fingers and finally make a contour line drawing of a dinosaur.
2. Students will skillfully use crayons, scissors and glue.
3. Students will use implied texture on a dinosaur with a pen drawing and a crayon rubbing technique.
4. Students will practice tearing paper to make a foreground and background in a dinosaur collage.
5. Students will apply an art and dinosaur vocabulary as they discuss their completed collages.
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KIT INCLUDES:
• lesson plan
• 2 dinosaur books:  1000
  Facts of Dinosaurs by
  Steve Parker
  Dinosaur Sticker Book
• 12 dinosaur visuals
• paleontologist, fossil board
• one 3 panel texture board
• real / implied texture board
• vocabulary board
• 4 panel step-by-step board
• 24 texture boards

ART PRINCIPLES:

       Pattern
       Rhythm/movement
       Proportion/Scale
       Balance
       Unity
       Emphasis

LESSON DESCRIPTION:
Students look at many dinosaur species
and then concentrate on their shapes as
they draw and texture a dinosaur.  The
texture on the dinosaur’s body is drawn
and rubbed on from texture boards.
Students tear layers of land as a
background for the dinosaur collage.

CONTENT
CONNECTIONS:

Science: fossils and
dinosaurs

THEMES:
Prehistoric times

..

PREPARE:

VOCABULARY:
contour line        paleontologist
texture                    fossil
foreground
background
scientific illustrator

MATERIALS:
• jumbo crayons, flat on
  one side
• construction paper:
6x18” green, brown,
dark blue, red

• 12x18” light blue
• 12x18” white sulfite
   paper or newsprint
• wide felt marker, pencil
• scissors
• glue



Dinosaurs are fun to study because there is a mystery about them.  No one has ever seen
one!  Yet we know dinosaurs existed because of the fossils that are still being found.  Fossils are
the impressions left in rock where the dinosaur bones once were.  Have students say “fossils” five
times out loud and then have one student describe a fossil.  If you were a scientist who studied
fossils you would be called a “paleontologist.”  Have students say “paleontologist” out loud five
times and then have one student describe a paleontologist.  If you were a scientific illustrator, you
would be an artist who uses information from a paleontologist to draw how a dinosaur looked long
ago.  The scientist and artist make guesses as to how a dinosaur stands and walks according to
the fossils that have been discovered.

Show the dinosaur visuals making sure the students understand that these drawings are
how the dinosaurs might have appeared long ago according to the fossils used by the scientific
illustrators.  Name the dinosaurs and ask that the students think about which one they would like
to draw.  Talk about how a contour line follows the outline of a shape.  Use your finger to trace
and discuss at least three of the dinosaur visuals.  This will help the students later as they draw
the dinosaur.

Today we will make a collage of a dinosaur and where it lived long ago.  We will think about their
shapes and the texture on their bodies.  Hand out 2 each of the white 12x18” paper and a marker.

1.  TALK ABOUT DRAWING THE DINOSAUR.
Talk about what an artist thinks about before they begin drawing.  Be sure you tell students their
drawings should not look like a photo copy of the dinosaur because everyone draws differently.
Their drawings show the special way that only they can see and draw.

• To make the dinosaur large, place a finger where the head
should be near the edge of the paper.

• Place a finger at the opposite edge and bottom to guess
where the tail should be.  Draw a line with your finger.

• Estimate with dots where the belly and feet of the dinosaur
might be located.  Practice drawing with your finger.

2.   DRAW THE DINOSAUR WITH A CONTOUR LINE.
• A contour line is like drawing the outline shape or silhouette of something.

• Start drawing the topside of the dinosaur by beginning with
the head, keeping your eyes on the dinosaur and letting your
hand draw the outline form.  Go slow enough that you watch
for the middle of your paper to be about the middle of the
dinosaur.  Leave room for the tail.  Students could
practice drawing with their fingers before using the marker.

• Draw the underside the same way as the top by beginning
with the head and being very careful about where the front
legs are in relationship to the head.  Add legs and detail.

•  Repeat these steps on a second paper so students can choose their best drawing.

CREATE::

ENGAGE  AND EXPLORE:



3.   DRAW AND RUB THE TEXTURE ON THE DINOSAUR BODY.

• Talk about how the skin of a dinosaur might feel.  If you
could feel the skin of a dinosaur, it would probably be
lumpy and bumpy.  This is feeling real texture.  If an artist
wants to draw texture to make it look bumpy, it would be             Drawing texture with lines.
called implied texture.  Draw texture with the black pen
using lines and dots.

• Use the different texture boards and the flat side of a
crayon to rub texture on the body of your dinosaur.

4.   CAREFULLY CUT OUT THE DINOSAUR.

• Bubble cut around dinosaur first. Then cut around the                    Rub on implied texture.
dinosaur leaving only the black marker outline.

• Move the paper hand, not the scissors hand to cut
into tiny places.

• Set the dinosaur aside.

5.   PREPARE BACKGROUND PAPER FOR THE DINOSAUR.                  Bubble cut around first.

• Choose two 6x18” colored papers, one for the foreground
and one for the background.
• Hold the paper vertically and tear down the middle of each
paper by having the fingers “walk along with the tear.”
(This keeps the tearing under control.)  If fingers stay at
the top of the paper there is no control in the tear.
• Arrange one half of each of the colored papers at the
bottom of a 12x18” light blue paper.
•  Glue only the bottom edge or the paper first.
This is the foreground.  Apply glue along the bottom
straight edge only!  Place along the bottom edge of the
blue paper.
• Glue the second paper (background) along the bottom
straight edge.  Slip it under the torn part of the first land.
Be careful you slip it low enough so that the straight edge
is hidden.
• Use crayons to fill in detail.  In the foreground you might
see grass or a large tree.  In the background the trees
would be smaller.  There might be mountains or a volcano
in the far background.

6.   GLUE THE DINOSAUR so the feet are touching the
foreground paper.  If you have a small dinosaur, you might
glue it higher on the paper.

7.   SIGN YOUR NAME in the lower right hand corner.



ASSESSMENT: Give students an opportunity to hold and talk about the art they made.  Ideas to include
would be the name of the dinosaur, information about the background drawing, the texture or any
difficulities they encountered and how they solved them.

Teacher administered assessment tool

DN
.

OK UP
Lesson___________________ Teacher______________________________

Grade___________Date_____________Number of Students_______________
Using the thumbs up, ok, and down technique, ask your students
the following questions and record their answers.
(K=knowledge, S=skills, C= creativity, A=attitude, E=engagement
1.  Did you practice drawing the dinosaur with your finger first? (SE)
2.  Did you skillfully use your crayons, scissors and glue? (SE)
3. Did you make implied texture both by drawing and by rubbing? (KSE)
4. Did you tear paper for a foreground and background in the collage. (KSE)
5.  Did you use the art vocabulary as you discussed your art? (K)
6.  Did you add your own imaginative touch to your art? C)
7.  Did you actively listen and follow directions? (A)
8.  Did you do your best during this lesson? (E)

Teacher self-critique
8.  My teaching of this lesson:
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
needed improvement was highly successful

9.  What would I do differently next time?

ALIGNMENT:

CREDITS:
Project ARTiculate is supported by the Fairbanks North Star Borough School District, the Alaska Arts

Education Consortium, and a U.S. Department of Education
Development and Dissemination Grant

                                                                

 CLOSE:

Alignment of Standards: Alignment of GLE's:
Art:  A1,2,3,4,6; B4,5; C4,5; N/A
English: B, C,E
Math:  B
Science:  C,D,G













































Developed by John Lentine, Art Speciaiist

Collect and organize supplies for easy distribution.
For best student results, teacher should do the lesson before they teach it.

Note:  Masks made on black paper often look very strong and show a lot of contrast.  If you choose to have
students make black masks, they can choose a color they used on the mask for mounting color.

Masks are common to cultures worldwide both in the past and present.  These very different
communities of people often use their masks for similar reasons.  They are used  to celebrate events,
holidays, and unique cultural ceremonies.   Ask students to name times, places and reasons people
might wear masks.

Masks and Symmetry
GRADE:  2 TIME:  1 session

ART ELEMENTS:

  √   Line
  √   Shape/Form
  √   Color
       Value
       Texture
       Space/Perspective

OBJECTIVES AND ASSESSMENT CRITERIA:  Students will:

1.  look at various examples of cultural masks and be able to identify if symmetrical.
2.  follow directions while using their own ideas in design.
3.  successfully transform a 2-D object into 3-D

ENGAGE  AND EXPLORE:

Fairbanks North Star Borough School District
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KIT INCLUDES:

lesson plan
various cultural mask
   examples
symmetry board
vocabulary board

ART PRINCIPLES:

       Pattern
       Rhythm/movement
       Proportion/Scale
       Balance
       Unity
       Emphasis

LESSON DESCRIPTION:
Students look at various examples of
cultural masks, discussing symmetry and
design.  They then make their own
symmetrical mask using paper and oil
pastels.

CONTENT
CONNECTIONS:
Social studies
Math: symmetry

THEMES:
Cultural simularities

..

PREPARE:

MATERIALS:

construction paper, 9 X 12”
    assorted colors
oil pastels
scissors
glue

VOCABULARY:
mask
symmetry, symmetrical
asymmetry, asymmetrical
shape
color
2-D, 3-D



Display the visuals of masks from different cultures.  Lead students in a discussion of how these masks
are different and how they are alike.
Explain the term symmetrical, using example such as butterfly, chair, etc.. Have students look at masks
again and ask which are symmetrical. Use the symmetry visuals to help with this discussion.

Pass out materials.  Each student gets:
• Box of oil pastels
• 9 X 12” black construction paper
• Scissors

Steps:

1.  Fold the paper the ‘hot dog’ way:

2.  Fold one end in about 3-3.5” as shown.

3. Students should hold the long fold and
cut a ‘bite or smile’ from the end fold to create
the eyes.

 Hold on this fold

4.  Open to find 2 symmetrical eyes.

5.  Refold along long fold and cut off the
corners making the mask rounded.

6.  Open the mask to see the roundness of the head.

7.  Fold in half once again and cut 2 or 3 shapes from
     the edge as shown below.  Open to show symmetrical
     shaped masks.

 

CREATE:

1.

2.

3.
4.

5.
5.

6.



8.  Using oil pastels, draw lines and shapes on one side and then 'mirror image' them on the
opposite side.  The design should be symmetrical.  Use a variety of lines, shapes and colors.

9.  To mount the mask art, choose a contrasting color of paper.  Place 2 spots of glue on the
back of the mask near the outside edges.  When putting on the contrasting paper, push the
dots together so the mask stands up a bit and appears 3-D.



V. ASSESSMENT:

Teacher administered assessment tool

DN
.

OK UP
Lesson___________________ Teacher______________________________

Grade___________Date_____________Number of Students_______________
Using the thumbs up, ok, and down technique, ask your students
the following questions and record their answers.
(K=knowledge, S=skills, C= creativity, A=attitude, E=engagement
1. Do you know what symmetrical means? (K)
2. Did you find symmetry in mask examples? (K)
3. Did you show symmetry in your mask designs? (K/S)
4. Did you make your mask look 3-dimensional? (K/S)
5. Did you listen to and follow directions?
6. Did you add a creative touch of your own? (C)
7. Did you do your best on your art today? (A)

Teacher self-critique
8.  My teaching of this lesson:
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
needed improvement was highly successful

9.  What would I do differently next time?

ALIGNMENT:

CREDITS:
Project ARTiculate is supported by the Fairbanks North Star Borough School District, the Alaska Arts

Education Consortium, and a U.S. Department of Education
Development and Dissemination Grant

                                                                

 CLOSE

Alignment of Standards:
Art:  A1,3,4; B1-5,7,8;C1,2a,2b; D1,5
History:  A,B; Math: A,B; Cultural:  E





1.  Select a variety of magazine images and glue them on 8.5 x11” copy paper, fitting several images on
a sheet when possible. Copy these sheets maybe 10 times each. Glue 1 copy on 9x12 manila envelope
and put rest inside.  (see next page)
2.  Cut down 12 X 18” paper as follows:  black  --  12 X 15”

      white  --  12 X 11”

Charles Mason:
Photographer
GRADE:  2 TIME: 1 hour

Developed by  John Lentine, Art Specialist

ART ELEMENTS:

  √   Line
  √   Shape/Form
       Color
       Value
       Texture
  √   Space/Perspective

OBJECTIVES AND ASSESSMENT CRITERIA:  Students will:
1.  Examine and specifically identify humor in selected works of photographer Charles Mason.
2.  Select at least three diverse images to use in a collage.
3.  Unify diverse black and white copied images using charcoal techniques.
4.  Cut and glue neatly to create a collage.

Fairbanks North Star Borough School District
                      Art Center Art Activity Kit©

KIT INCLUDES:

•lesson plan
•vocabulary board
•Charles Mason teaching
boards (2 3-panel)
•process boards (5-panel)

ART PRINCIPLES:

       Pattern
       Rhythm/movement
       Proportion/Scale
  √   Balance
  √   Unity
       Emphasis

LESSON DESCRIPTION:
Students examine the work of
Fairbanks photographer Charles
Mason and make a special
humorous collage, combining
multiple images they unify with
charcoal gray tone techniques to
simulate  black and white
photography.

CONTENT
CONNECTIONS:
Social Studies:
Commenting on
societal norms with art
THEMES:
Humor is all around.

..

PREPARE:   The following prep prepares packages for future, as well as present use. Teacher can
simply copy images withou the envelopes.

VOCABULARY:
•photographer •background
•humor •foreground
•irony
•collage

MATERIALS:
•12x18 black and white
construction paper
•magazines for images
•charcoal sticks or vines
•tissue paper or “blending
stumps”
•pencil        •black crayon
•gluestick    •scissors
•manila envelopes 9x12
•copy machine access



1.  Select variety of images.

2. Combine them to fit on sheets of 8.5 x 11” as you can.

Ask your students what the following things have in common:
                        crayons, colored pencils, clay, a camera, paint.

The answer you seek is, “You can make ART with all of them.”  Now ask which of the group seems a
little odd to be included in the group?  When the answer comes as “camera” point out that cameras
CAN be used to make art.  When a person looks through the camera lens with an composing the shot,
they are working as an artist. Such a person is a special type of artist called a PHOTOGRAPHER.

  (Need biographical info in lesson or attached.)
In this lesson, the students will learn about a photographer who lives and works in Alaska.  His name is
Charles Mason and his biographical material and examples of his work are included on the visual
panels in the kit for class discussion before beginning the artwork. After learning about Charles and
noting that he likes to work in black and white, and often includes some bit of irony or humor in his work,
the students will “take” a photo of their own by making a photo collage and unifying them with charcoal
techniques to look like a black and white photograph in the fashion of Charles Mason.

1. Each student gets one black and white paper and glues the white one on top of the black one.
ALSO give each student one of the lesson certificates and tell them to glue it on the back.

ENGAGE  AND EXPLORE:

CREATE::

3. Glue one of the copies on the back of a 9x12 manila
envelope and put the rest of the copies in the envelope.

Cut 12x18” black to 12x15.”

Cut 12x18” white to 12x11.”

Students glue white on black.



2.  Make sure that all the manila envelopes have inside them at least 10 copies of the photos on the
outside.  Just lay the envelope on the copier to make copies if you need more.  SPREAD the envelopes
all over the floor so students can walk around and select the images without unnecessary “traffic jams.”

3. Instruct students to select 3 diverse (explain) images to begin. Tell them if they take out the last
copy to give you the empty envelope so you can copy more and refill it.

4.  Cut out whatever they want from the three images...

5. Arrange the images on the white paper. Place it in vertical or horizontal format. Try a bunch of
different ways. Consider foreground and background in your placement of images. What looks right?
What looks funny? What looks best? Glue your favorite choice in place.

6. Using the BLACK CRAYON, add lines to CONNECT everything. Create the illusion of space.

7. Using the CHARCOAL, fill in the white paper with GRAY TONES by pressing the charcoal with
different pressure and rubbing it to get different shades of gray, creating the illusion of a black and white
photo! Use the tissue or artist’s “stump” to blend the charcoal.

8. Write a TITLE for the work on the back side on the certificate. Try something humorous such as
“WATCH OUT, DOGGIE!”  Display and discuss work or use the following closing activity.



Give the students time to share their collage with a partner (Pair/Share) or with the whole class
depending on how much time you have. If you have them write the title on a separate 3x5 card, you can
play a “Match Game.” Which title goes with which collage? Have fun!

Teacher administered assessment tool

DN
.

OK UP
Lesson___________________ Teacher______________________________

Grade___________Date_____________Number of Students_______________
Using the thumbs up, ok, and down technique, ask your students
the following questions and record their answers.
(K=knowledge, S=skills, C= creativity, A=attitude, E=engagement
1.  Did you use humor like Charles Mason in your art? (K)
2.  Did you combine 3 diverse images into your collage? (K,S)
3.  Did you like using charcoal to blend the area around your pictures? (S,A)
4.  Did you use cut and glue neatly on your collage? (S)
5.  Did you add an imaginative touch to your art? (C)
6.  Did you actively listen and follow directions?(A)
7.  Did you do your best during this lesson?(E)

Teacher self-critique
8.  My teaching of this lesson:
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
needed improvement was highly successful

9.  What would I do differently next time?

ALIGNMENT:

CREDITS:
Project ARTiculate is supported by the Fairbanks North Star Borough School District, the Alaska Arts

Education Consortium, and a U.S. Department of Education
Development and Dissemination Grant

                                                                

 CLOSE:

Alignment of Standards:

Art:  A1,3,4. B4,5,6,8. C1,2,4.
Eng/LA:  A.



Charles Mason is a photographer from Fairbanks,
Alaska.  Photographers are artists that work with a camera.
Charles always wanted to be a photographer--as a young
child he played with a toy camera and by the age of 10 he
worked in a darkroom and developed his own pictures!

Charles always has a camera with him.  He says, “There is
a photo around every corner.  You just have to be ready.”

He especially likes photos that make us smile or laugh. He
also likes titles that make us curious.

In this art lesson students made a photo collage trying to
develop a humorous or ironic scene.  They used charcoal
to add gray tones to make it more like a black and white
photograph.  Lastly they titled their art.

Photography Song
(Twinkle, Twinkle tune)

Look real close and you will see
Awesome street photography.
Always keep a camera ready.
Take a photo sure and steady.
You can be a photo WIZ-
Artist like Charles Mason is!



Charles Mason is a photographer from Fairbanks,
Alaska.  Photographers are artists that work with a
camera. Charles Mason says, “There is a photo
around every corner.  You just have to be ready.”
He especially likes photos that make us smile or
laugh. He also likes titles that make us curious.

In this art lesson a photo collage was made of a
humorous or ironic scene.

Title:_____________________________________

Artist's
name:_____________________________________

Photography Song
(Twinkle, Twinkle tune)

Look real close and you will see
Awesome street photography.
Always keep a camera ready.
Take a photo sure and steady.
You can be a photo WIZ-
Artist like Charles Mason is!

Charles Mason is a photographer from Fairbanks,
Alaska.  Photographers are artists that work with a
camera. Charles Mason says, “There is a photo
around every corner.  You just have to be ready.”
He especially likes photos that make us smile or
laugh. He also likes titles that make us curious.

In this art lesson a photo collage was made of a
humorous or ironic scene.

Title:_____________________________________

Artist's
name:_____________________________________

Photography Song
(Twinkle, Twinkle tune)

Look real close and you will see
Awesome street photography.
Always keep a camera ready.
Take a photo sure and steady.
You can be a photo WIZ-
Artist like Charles Mason is!

Charles Mason is a photographer from Fairbanks,
Alaska.  Photographers are artists that work with a
camera. Charles Mason says, “There is a photo
around every corner.  You just have to be ready.”
He especially likes photos that make us smile or
laugh. He also likes titles that make us curious.

In this art lesson a photo collage was made of a
humorous or ironic scene.

Title:_____________________________________

Artist's
name:_____________________________________

Photography Song
(Twinkle, Twinkle tune)

Look real close and you will see
Awesome street photography.
Always keep a camera ready.
Take a photo sure and steady.
You can be a photo WIZ-
Artist like Charles Mason is!

Charles Mason is a photographer from Fairbanks,
Alaska.  Photographers are artists that work with a
camera. Charles Mason says, “There is a photo
around every corner.  You just have to be ready.”
He especially likes photos that make us smile or
laugh. He also likes titles that make us curious.

In this art lesson a photo collage was made of a
humorous or ironic scene.

Title:_____________________________________

Artist's
name:_____________________________________

Photography Song
(Twinkle, Twinkle tune)

Look real close and you will see
Awesome street photography.
Always keep a camera ready.
Take a photo sure and steady.
You can be a photo WIZ-
Artist like Charles Mason is!































































































































































































1. Arrange 9x12 construction paper in many colors in one part of the room.
2. Arrange 6x12” construction paper in second part of room.  These colors should provide

contrasting colors to the 9x12.”
3. Gluing notes:  If using glue sticks, have students make small circles along the edge.

If using white glue use thin spaghetti lines near the edge (finger away) or use dots of
glue.

Shaveroonies
GRADE:  2 TIME:  1 session

Developed by  John Lentine, Art Specialist

ART ELEMENTS:

       Line
  √   Shape/Form
  √   Color
       Value
  √   Texture
       Space/Perspective

OBJECTIVES AND ASSESSMENT CRITERIA:  Students will:

1. Learn about drawing textures and use in artwork.
2. Choose contrasting colors.
3. Learn and practise contour cutting.
4. Combine cutting, texturing, and drawing to make an imaginary creature.

Fairbanks North Star Borough School District
                      Art Center Art Activity Kit©

KIT INCLUDES:

•lesson plan
•lesson sample
•texture board
•vocabulary board
•(2) 3-board teaching
  panels
•cartoon eye board

ART PRINCIPLES:

  √   Pattern
       Rhythm/movement
       Proportion/Scale
  √   Balance
       Unity
       Emphasis

LESSON DESCRIPTION:
Students create “shaveroonies”--
imaginative creatures from outer space.
They are made by cutting paper (shaving
it), texturing the pieces and piecing them
together into fanciful creatures.

CONTENT
CONNECTIONS:
Science:
   Outer Space

THEMES:
 Imagination

..

PREPARE:

VOCABULARY:
•texture
•pattern
•shape
•imagination
•contrasting colors

MATERIALS:

•construction paper
  --many colors 9 X 12”
  --many colors 6 X 12”
• scissors
• glue
• markers
  --many colors and sizes

 



1. Ask the students to touch the bottom of their shoes to feel the surface and then
describe it.

2. Discuss what texture is with the students providing examples of texture and
naming them.

3. Show them the pictures of different textures.
4. Discuss that textures can be real or implied (visual).  Real can be felt.  Implied or

visual textures are made to look rough, jagged, smooth, etc. using art materials.
5. Tell the students that today you will pretend you are in outer space and that you

are looking for a strange creature, one made from textures!
6. The textures will be drawn using marker lines.  The textures can be made in many

ways including using patterns.
7. While students still in a group, teacher can demonstrate the process.  Be sure to

discuss contrasting colors, neat work expectations, and not to hurry.

1. Select a piece of 9x6” paper and cut a shape from it
by cutting the eges off in an imaginative way.

             (teacher:  imagine this paper is yellow)

2. Cut the shape into 4 or five smaller shapes.

3. Using the marker, draw a texture or pattern on each of the shapes.  Students can
use dots or well-planned scribble lines to make a texture.

CREATE::

ENGAGE  AND EXPLORE:



4. Select a piece of 9 X 12” paper of a contrasting color.  Arrange textured pieces on
this paper to make an interesting creature.

5. Add an eye or a pair of eyes on the creature.  (See board in kit.)

6. Cut the paper along the contour (outside the edges) of the shapes and then glue
the entire design on another sheet of contrasting paper. Neatly sign your name in
the bottom right corner with pencil.

    7.  Can you name your creature?

 

 

 



Assessment:

Teacher administered assessment tool

DN
.

OK UP
Lesson___________________ Teacher______________________________

Grade___________Date_____________Number of Students_______________
Using the thumbs up, ok, and down technique, ask your students
the following questions and record their answers.
(K=knowledge, S=skills, C= creativity, A=attitude, E=engagement
1. Did you cut many interesting shapes? (S)
2. Did you draw at least 3 different textures?(K/S)
3. Did you cut and glue carefully?(S)
4  Did you make and name a space creature? (K/S)
5.  Did you add an imaginative touch to your art? (C)
6.  Did you actively listen and follow directions?(A)
7.  Did you do your best during this lesson?(E)

Teacher self-critique
8.  My teaching of this lesson:
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
needs improvement was highly successful

9.  What would I do differently next time?

ALIGNMENT:

CREDITS:
Project ARTiculate is supported by the Fairbanks North Star Borough School District, the Alaska Arts

Education Consortium, and a U.S. Department of Education
Development and Dissemination Grant

 CLOSE:

Alignment of Standards:

Art: A1-4; B5; C2b,4,5; D2
Eng/LA: C, E

Math: B





Forms--Student take-home sheet one side/Bulletin board explanation sheet other side

























           Students study Grant Wood, the
artist that painted the famous picture
American Gothic.  They learn that he also
painted landscapes of the land and farms near
his home in Iowa.  They learned that he
loved art and he loved home.

Students then drew a landscape in the
style of Grant Wood, texturing it with
patterns.  They added color sparingly.  They
learned important words including landscape,
texture, pattern, and perspective.

Grant Wood would love these landscapes!

Textured Landscapes
with Grant Wood



Developed by Barbara Short, John Lentine, Art Speciaiists

Cut 12 X 18” assortment of colored construction paper down to 12 X 14” for mounting when finished.

Familiarize self with lesson, project and book. Teacher please note that this lesson could be called
patterned landscape because it is actually patterns that are added to make the landscape look like it
has texture.

Textured Landscapes with
Grant Wood
GRADE:  2 TIME:  1 or 2 sessions

ART ELEMENTS:

  √   Line
  √   Shape/Form
  √   Color
       Value
  √   Texture
  √   Space/Perspective

OBJECTIVES AND ASSESSMENT CRITERIA:  Students will:

1.  Students will learn about Grant Wood and his art and be able to discuss with others.
2.  Students will learn about using pattern as texture and use at least 5 different examples in their art.
3.  Students will learn how artists work alone in their studios and will successfully work in their ‘desk
     studio' concentrating on their own work.

Fairbanks North Star Borough School District
                       Art Center Art Activity Kit©

KIT INCLUDES:

•lesson plan
•Getting to know the World's
 Great Artists book
•historical photo board
 •reproductions (2)
   --Stone City, Iowa
   --Fall Plowing
•lesson sample board
•vocabulary board

ART PRINCIPLES:

  √   Pattern
       Rhythm/movement
       Proportion/Scale
       Balance
       Unity
       Emphasis

LESSON DESCRIPTION:

Students study Grant Wood and
look at his unique paintings of
Iowa.  They then draw a
landscape, texture and pattern it
and add color sparingly to
complete their art.

CONTENT
CONNECTIONS:
Math--pattern

THEMES:
Love of home

..

PREPARE:

MATERIALS:

•construction paper:
   9 X 12” white
   12 X 18” assorted colors

•black markers
•white glue
•oil pastels
•pencil

VOCABULARY

landscape
line
texture
perspective



Gather students together in reading circle.  Show them American Gothic and ask them questions such
as:

•have they seen this painting before?
•was it the same or similar? (there are many ‘take-offs’ on American Gothic they might have

seen)
•what do they see in this painting?

Tell them that the painting was made by artist Grant Wood and that we will now hear a story about him.

Read the book Getting to Know the World’s Greatest Artists, Grant Wood by Mike Venezia.

Ask students what they learned about Grant Wood and discuss the many things they recall.  Prompt
them with a few questions such as:

•When he was young what did he use to draw?
•Why were students at the city school first not very nice to him?
•What did he paint when he was in the army?
•Where did he go to study other artists?
•Was his art similar to other artists’ or different and unique?

Remind them of the following two very important facts about his life.
1.  He always loved Iowa, the farm and farming way of life.
2.  He always loved art.  He started drawing when he was very young and did not stop until his
     death.

Although he left Iowa to study art in Europe, he eventually returned because he missed home and
because he wanted to paint his home.  When he came home to paint he painted landscapes in his own
style. Show students the reproductions and find and discuss:

1. the subjects he painted
2. the mood/feeling of the work
3. the land and the lines that divide the land--trace lines with finger
4. the patterns and textures that Grant Wood used in his work
5.   the illusion of distance--perspective.

Tell students they will make a Grant Wood like landscape.  Lesson instructions follow :

1.  Drawing the landscape.

a.  With a marker draw 3 lines that touch
 2 sides of the paper.  Students should think

about varying their lines so they are not all
the same… (Remind students their art is
different then others.)

ENGAGE AND EXPLORE:

CREATE:

Note on teaching perspective:  near is at
bottom, far is at top;  near overlaps far;  less
detail is visible the further away.



b.  Now make a few lines within the spaces
dividing them further into what could be
fields, roads or rivers.  Lines should touch
another line or the edge of paper…advise
students to not leave  an end floating.

c.  Add patterns carefully to your landscape to create the illusion of texture by using your marker
and:

•creating different patterns that are used to fill one
    space.  Students can use texture idea sheet.

•leave at least 2 or 3 spaces white for contrast

d. Using oil pastels, add a little color for interest
      and to brighten picture.

Mounting/preparing for presentation:

Each student should select a colored background.  (Often a color that is represented lightly in the
artwork makes a good background, but it is student's choice.)  Students then apply a thin line of
white glue around the edge about a small finger width away from edge so glue doesn't leak out.

Holding the drawing above the colored paper, students slowly lower it, trying to make an even
space around the edge.  Teacher can demonstrate without glue and place drawing crooked a
couple of times until students see the difference.

Each student will now glue the lesson explanation on the back of picture and write their name on
it.

If they want to put their name on the front, remind them artists names should be small and neat
and the viewer should have to look for it.  The name shouldn't interfere with the art.

Note:  This example had 8 more lines
added.  Too many lines will make
landscape too complex and not as
visually strong.

Note:  Always help students understand the importance of applying themselves to their work
throughout the project.  Many wonderful pieces of student art have been damaged by
careless handling or mounting at the end.



V. ASSESSMENT:

 Class presentations:  Have a “show and tell” time when students get to show their work to others.
See if they can use the words landscape, texture and perspective when they talk about their art.

DN
.

OK UP Lesson___________________ Teacher______________________________
Grade___________Date_____________Number of Students_______________
Using the thumbs up, ok, and down technique, ask your students
the following questions and record their answers.
(K=knowledge, S=skills, C= creativity, A=attitude, E=engagement
1.  Are you able to tell your neighbor about Grant Wood? (K)
2.  Did you successfully show perspective in your art? (K)
3.  Were you able to draw the landscape lines so that it looks real? (S)
4.  Were you able to neatly texture within your landscape shapes? (S)
5. Do you feel you were able to add your own creative touch to your art?(C)
6.  Did you actively listen and follow directions?(A)
7.  Did you do your best during this lesson?(E)

Teacher self-critique
8.  My teaching of this lesson:
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
needed improvement was highly successful

9.  What would I do differently next time?

ALIGNMENT:

CREDITS:
Project ARTiculate is supported by the Fairbanks North Star Borough School District, the Alaska Arts

Education Consortium, and a U.S. Department of Education
Development and Dissemination Grant

 CLOSE

Alignment of Standards:
Art:  A1,3,4; B4,5,6; C2a,b,5; D1.

History:  A.  English: C2.
Math:  B4.
Science: D

Geography:  B.



TEXTURE CHART

Practice using a chisel tip marker to make lots of different
textures and patterns.  Use this reference sheet for some ideas
but make up some of your own as well.



 Students study Grant Wood, the
famous artist that painted the famous picture
American Gothic.  They learn that he also painted
landscapes of the land and farms near his home in
Iowa.  They learned that he loved art and he loved
home.

Students then drew a landscape in the style
of Grant Wood, texturing it with patterns.  They
added color sparingly.  They learned important
words including landscape, texture, pattern, and
perspective.

Grant Wood would love these landscapes!

Artist____________________________
Date__________________

 Students study Grant Wood, the
famous artist that painted the famous picture
American Gothic.  They learn that he also painted
landscapes of the land and farms near his home in
Iowa.  They learned that he loved art and he loved
home.

Students then drew a landscape in the style
of Grant Wood, texturing it with patterns.  They
added color sparingly.  They learned important
words including landscape, texture, pattern, and
perspective.

Grant Wood would love these landscapes!

Artist____________________________
Date__________________

 Students study Grant Wood, the
famous artist that painted the famous picture
American Gothic.  They learn that he also painted
landscapes of the land and farms near his home in
Iowa.  They learned that he loved art and he loved
home.

Students then drew a landscape in the style
of Grant Wood, texturing it with patterns.  They
added color sparingly.  They learned important
words including landscape, texture, pattern, and
perspective.

Grant Wood would love these landscapes!

Artist____________________________
Date__________________

 Students study Grant Wood, the
famous artist that painted the famous picture
American Gothic.  They learn that he also painted
landscapes of the land and farms near his home in
Iowa.  They learned that he loved art and he loved
home.

Students then drew a landscape in the style
of Grant Wood, texturing it with patterns.  They
added color sparingly.  They learned important
words including landscape, texture, pattern, and
perspective.

Grant Wood would love these landscapes!

Artist____________________________
Date__________________

Textured Landscapes
with Grant Wood

Textured Landscapes
with Grant Wood

Textured Landscapes
with Grant Wood

Textured Landscapes
with Grant Wood







1.  Teacher should try this activity before teaching the lesson.  Students do best when observing
a strong and practiced demonstration.
2.  Gather the materials and lay out the paper colors for students to choose.

Trees and Beyond
GRADE:  2 TIME: one session

Developed by  Linda Pfisterer,  Art Specialist

ART ELEMENTS:

  x   Line
  x   Shape/Form
  x   Color
       Value
       Texture
  x   Space/Perspective

OBJECTIVES AND ASSESSMENT CRITERIA
1.  Students will use the paintings of Van Gogh as motivation for an oil pastel drawing.
2.  Students will make a line drawing of the spruce tree and the birch tree with a black marker.
3.  Students will show near and far with page placement and size of trees.
4.  Students will use oil pastels and blending techniques to create new colors and enrich their drawings.

Fairbanks North Star Borough School District
                        Art Center Art Activity Kit©

KIT INCLUDES:
•lesson plan
•Van Gogh by W. Uhde
•perspective board
•teaching boards on how to draw trees
  (2 two-panel)
• tree placement board
•Van Gogh reproductions (6):
     “Fir-woods at Sunset”
     “Road with Cypress and a Star”
     “Daubigny’s Garden”
     “View of Arles with Orchards”
     “The Artist on the Road to
      Tarascon”
     “ Pollard Willows and a Shephard”
•color/mood procedure board (3-panel)
•vocabulary board

ART PRINCIPLES:

       Pattern
       Rhythm/movement
  x   Proportion/Scale
       Balance
       Unity
       Emphasis

LESSON DESCRIPTION:
Students examine Van Gogh paintings
of landscapes paying particular
attention to near and far. They learn
that size and placement of trees are
important to show perspective.  After
learning to draw basic tree forms,
students create a landscape that
shows perspective using markers and
oil pastels.

CONTENT
CONNECTIONS:
Science:
The study of trees

THEMES:
Nature

..

PREPARE:

VOCABULARY:
landscape
perspective:

near and far
foreground
middle ground
background

MATERIALS:

•one ruler
Class set of:
• black markers
• oil pastels
• construction
  paper:
  light and dark:
     blue
     light and dark
     purple
     pink and red
     gray
     yellow



Set up the six paintings by Vincent Van Gogh. Ask students to make some observations about what they
see and then discuss the following questions. (Have a ruler at hand for #2.)

1.  Which two paintings show trees very close to you?  What did the artist do to make these trees
appear so close?  (The trees go off the top and bottom of the painting.) Are the trees that are far away
located near the bottom or top of the painting?  Compare a far tree with a near tree by measuring the
height of each of them.  What did you find?  Also measure how close to the bottom of the painting the
near trees are located compared to the far trees.

2.  One of Van Gogh’s pictures is a black ink drawing.  Can you find trees that are near, far and also
some in the middle?  Would all these trees be about the same size if we stood beside each one and
measured?  (usually yes, very close)  Measure and compare a near tree, a far tree, and one in the
middle.  Also measure how far from the bottom the near tree is located.  Now compare this to how far
from the bottom the middle tree and the far trees are located.  So, size and page placement of trees are
important to show near and far.

3.  Land appears to be layered in paintings.  Some land is near and we call that the
foreground.  Some land is far away and we call that the background.  Land that is in the middle of the
painting will be called the middle ground.  Choose the painting, the Artist on the Road to Tarascon to find
the foreground, middle ground, and background.  Notice the color of the far background compared to the
color in the foreground.  (much lighter)

Use the teaching boards to demonstrate the drawing of trees and their placement, near and far.  Let
students practice drawing as you demonstrate, using “practice paper.” All species of trees are just a bit
different from each other.  If possible look at these boards and at real trees before drawing.

Board 1:  Birch-style (deciduous) trees. These are trees with leaves.
The first tree to draw will be a basic tree that forms Vs as the branches grow out.

Board 2:  Spruce-style (evergreen) trees.  Again, there are many types of spruce trees, so look
closely at a real one before beginning the drawing.

•  Draw the spruce tree trunk straight and tall using a black marker.
•  Draw sagging branches with a line like an upside down “v’.
•  Draw in the bottom of the branch with a zig-zag line.
•  Pencil draw the three layers of land.  Foreground, middle ground, and background.

CREATE::

ENGAGE AND EXPLORE:



Board 3:  Placement of trees:  Show students the three layers of land.
In order to demonstrate perspective, use the tree pieces in the
pocket to place on the landscape in their correct  positions.

• Foreground trees are NEAR, so they would appear large
               and low in the picture.

• Background trees are FAR, so they would appear very small
               and high in the picture.

• Middle ground trees are between near and far.

Board 4: Choose a background paper to indicate
               the time of day.

• Peach paper gives a glow of twilight.
• Yellow looks like a bright midday.
• Dark blue gives the feeling of evening.
  Use this board of examples as a reference
  when students begin drawing.

Board 5: Drawing the land and trees, and the layering of the oil  pastels.  Review the Van Gogh
paintings to see how he layered colors.

• Begin drawing the three layers of land with pencil on the chosen colored paper.
• Using a pencil, draw trees large and small on the three layers of land.
• Use a black marker and draw over only the pencil lines you want to keep.
• Color in the trees.  Layer with different colors, and blend them with white or other light
  colors.  Add a little black if you want one side of the tree shaded darker.
• Color in the layers of land.  The far background is often a blue-gray.  Layer the colors.
• Fill in the sky by coloring in one direction.  Add white to lighten and blend the colors.
• Names should be signed in the lower right hand corner,

Mount oil pastel drawings on dark paper and display.



ASSESSMENT:   

Use the drawing as a place setting in a story.  Try to use the art vocabulary, time of day, and other
descriptive words in your writing.

Teacher administered assessment tool

DN
.

OK UP
Lesson___________________ Teacher______________________________

Grade___________Date_____________Number of Students_______________
Using the thumbs up, ok, and down technique, ask your students
the following questions and record their answers.
(K=knowledge, S=skills, C= creativity, A=attitude, E=engagement
1. Did you the paintings of Van Gogh to plan a drawing? (K)
2. Did you make a line drawing of both a spruce and birch style tree? (S,E)
3. Did you use page placement and size of trees to express near and far? (K,S,E)
4. Did you blend at least two oil pastel colors to create a new color? (K,S,C,E)
5. Did you add your own imaginative touch to your art? (C)
6. Did you actively listen and follow directions? (A)
7. Did you do your best during this lesson? (E)

Teacher self-critique
8.  My teaching of this lesson:
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
needed improvement was highly successful

9.  What would I do differently next time?

ALIGNMENT:
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 CLOSE:

Alignment of Standards: Alignment of GLE's:

Art:  A1,2,3,4; B5; C4 Reading: R1.6, R1.7
English:  C Math: M2.1.1, M3.1.1, M5.1.7
Math: E Science: A1.SA3
Science: A,D
















